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COMMUNICATION 



Claims 32-75 are pending in the Application. Claims 32, 43, 64, 69, and 70 
are independent claims. Claims 33-42 depend from independent Claim 32. Dependent 
Claims 44-63 depend from independent Claim 43. Dependent Claims 65-68 depend from 
independent Claim 64. Dependent Claims 71-73 depend from independent Claim 70. 
Dependent Claims 74 and 75 depend from independent Claim 69. 

Reply and Amendment Under 37 C.F.R: S 1.116 

A Reply and Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 was filed on November 10, 
2003 in response to a Final Office Action mailed on September 9, 2003, but apparently has 
not been entered. 
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Telephonic Interviews 

The Applicants thank the Examiner for conducting a series of brief telephonic 
interviews on January 20, 2004, February 6, 2004, March 8, 2004, and March 9, 2004, 
where the representative of the Applicants made inquiries as to the status of the application, 
for which a Final Office Action was mailed on September 9, 2003. The Applicants were 
informed that the application was "allowed" by the Examiner on November 25, 2003 (after a 
Reply and Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 was filed on November 10, 2003) and was 
fonwarded for further review (by a "second set of eyes"). The Applicants were informed that 
the "second set of eyes" review was completed on March 8, 2004, but that no action has 
been mailed. In order to prevent the Application from going abandoned as of March 9, 2004, 
the Examiner suggested that the Applicants file a Notice of Appeal. 

Notice of Appeal 

At the suggestion of the Examiner, the Applicants have filed a Notice of 
Appeal From the Examiner To the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences on March 9, 
2004. 

* * * 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt 
that a telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 
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